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Letter From the President
Dear Hillcrest Merchants, 

Well, it has been a hot summer. Thank you to all of the 
merchants that have participated in our activities and 
welcome to all of the new members! We’ve had some fun 
First Thursday’s, great success with our new blog and we 
are looking forward to another successful HarvestFest. 

First, thank you to Karen Konarksi-Hart for coordinating 
our Ice Cream Social. It was a big hit July 3rd despite the 
stormy weather. We were able to serve lemonade, popcorn, 
cookies and of course, more than 300 cups of ice cream that 
were all gone by 7:30 p.m.!  

Also, I’d like to thank Lu Smith for all of her hard work 
as the membership chair. Our numbers continue to thrive 
and it becomes a bigger and bigger job each year. And last 
but not least, thank you to Jessica Davis for her work on 
the advertising committee. We couldn’t do the Inviting 
Arkansas ad without you!

Finally, we would love to see any of you that are interested 
in attending the HMA meetings. They are held in an upstairs 
room at the Laughing Moon Café every second Thursday of 
the month at 8:30 a.m.

I hope to see you all at HarvestFest! Thanks for a great 
summer!

Carol Young, President HMA
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By Bill Fitzgerald
GRAFFITI: a form of visual communication, usually illegal, involving the unauthorized 
marking of public space by an individual or group. Graffiti can be understood as antisocial 
behavior performed in order to gain attention or as a form of thrill seeking. --Encyclopedia 
Brittanica

What probably jumps out at most Hillcrest residents in the above definition are the words 
“illegal,” “antisocial” and “thrill seeking.” Whatever the motivation, it’s just plain ugly. 
Fortunately, Hillcrest has been spared the kind of “tagging” experienced by, say, the New 
York City subway system. Still, anything spray-painted, Sharpied, Magic-Markered, 
scratched, penned or penciled on publicly visible spaces in our ‘hood is an annoyance, an 
eyesore and a black mark against property values.

If you happen to see new (or existing) graffiti, please report it to the Hillcrest Residents Association. We will practice the three R’s of 
graffiti management: Record, Remove, Report. That is, we’ll take pictures, do our darnedest to remove it, and report it to the Little 
Rock Police Department.

Sweltering temps 
this summer have 

inspired HarvestFest 
committee members to 
spice up plans for the 
13th Annual Hillcrest 
HarvestFest, with a first 
ever Chili Cook-off and 
a return of day time 
family activities.   On 
September 27, from 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Kavanaugh Boulevard 
between Spruce and Ash 
Streets will teem with 
the traditional vendor 
booths, a fashion show 
hosted by Box Turtle 
and the evening music 
festival.

“From dawn ‘til dusk 
we’ll be Hillcresting it 
up!” said HarvestFest 
committee co-chair 
Penny Rudder. “We 
wanted this year’s 
HarvestFest to be a 
real celebration for 
families and for fun 
and for fall.” There will 

be performances from 
the Little Rock School 
of Dance, Mexican 
Folklore Ballet and 
O’Donovan’s school of 
Irish Dance  beginning  
at 11 a.m. and wrap up 
before the Chili Cook-
off begins at 4 p.m.

The Chili Cook-off 
was the brainchild of 
Charlie and John Porter,  
Hillcrest neighborhood 
residents who joined the 
HarvestFest committee 
this year. For an entry 
fee of $50 for amateurs 
and $100 for restaurants, 
contestants can set up 
their booths between 
Beechwood and Ash 
Streets and compete 
for prizes in the 

People’s Choice, Booth 
Design and Best Chili 
categories. Prizes will 
be awarded at 6 p.m.

For merchants 
to participate in 
HarvestFest, they should 
fill out a vendor form at 
www.hillcrestharvestfe
st.com. For $55 dollars, 
vendors will be given 
a 10’ X 10’ canopy 
covered space that is 
available first-come 
first-serve. Uncovered 
spaces will be available 
for $45 and non-profits 
can get a booth for $25.  
All spaces will include 
a table and two chairs 
and will be open until 
the music portion of the 
festival starts around 4 
p.m. 

Bands this year include 
Kyoto Boom, Kevin 
Kerby, the Boondogs 
and the Winston Family 
Orchestra. A portion of 

Heating up HarvestFest 2008

the proceeds raised this 
year from the merchant 
booths as well as the 
musical performances 
will benefit a local 
charity. 

Excitement for the 
event continues to build 
among the committee 
members. Rudder 
explained that “this year 
we have so many new 
people involved, with 
so many new ideas… 
that if it’s any indication 
of the fun we’ve had 
planning so far, boy, we 
are going to have a good 
time!”
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Jim Metzger scrubs graffiti off Hillcrest dumpster.

A note from the Hillcrest Residents Association



   

The big yellow awning and a comfortable atmosphere at Hillcrest’s M Salon greet 
customers at 3000 Kavanaugh Boulevard. Located on the west side of the Hillcrest 
Square building housing the popular Acadia restaurant, M Salon has been open since 
July 2007.

Owner Monica Craig, dressed in short shorts, a tank top and cowboy boots, plopped 
down in a chair near the receptionist’s counter to give an interview for the Hillcrest Merchants Newsletter. Taking a break every 
few minutes to answer the salon’s phone, Craig’s laid back and friendly posture sets the tone for the salon. “We have a comfortable 
atmosphere; classy, contemporary and comfortable” she said. 

After her previous employer, Salon Nouveau, once located at 3600 Cantrell Road, closed in early 2007, Craig started her own 
salon. “I’ve wanted my own salon for 20 years and I needed a little push,” said Craig adding, “I’m thankful I did it.” 

The Merchant’s Association helped M Salon get started.  “Hillcrest has a lot to offer from restaurants to First Thursday’s,” Craig 
said, “I’ve done well for my first year, and they always say that the first year’s the hardest. It hasn’t been that hard.” Craig is even 
expanding, looking for another established hair stylist. 

Now the challenge will be to get First Thursday’s crowd to head down to M Salon’s location on Kavanaugh from the center of the 
action near Box Turtle and Bosa Nova.  But Craig has made an effort by hiring Johnson’s Band to play in the building’s parking 
lot to entice patrons down the street. Craig plans to participate in future First Thursdays and hopes to partner with some of the 
other salons in the building. 

M Salon takes walk-ins and is even open on Mondays. To get a preview of M Salon, check out the website at 
msalonlittlerock.com. Or, visit their MySpace page and be ready: you’ll be greeted by the same yellow, friendly atmosphere, and 
Justin Timberlake’s “Love Stoned.” 


